
In th is edi t ion of  “ In Clover,”  we wi l l  take a look 
back at  September,  the f i rst  fu l l  month of  school . 
Find out who was named staff  member of  the month 
at  each school ,  p lus read about a CHS sophomore 
that wi l l  represent the Uni ted States next August in 
France, and the newly redesigned Library at  Blue 
Eagle Academy.
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Welcome to  the  September  ed i t ion 
o f  the  “ In  C lover ”  News le t te r

CLOVERIN

Employees of the Month2
Congratulat ions to our staff  members who 
were selected as the employee of  the 
month in September.
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BEA Library Redesign

A look at  the newly redesigned Library at 
Blue Eagle Academy.

Grooms to Represent the USA

4/5

Clover High School  Sophomore Al ly 
Grooms has been selected to represent 
the US in France in 2019. 

HIGHLIGHTS



Mrs. Lovelace, Clover High School, 

has been awarded the Outstanding 

Regular Educator of the Year Award by 

the South Carolina Division on Career 

and Development and Transition (SC-

DCDT). 

Mrs. Lovelace, who has taught Art at 

CHS for 14 years, was nominated for 

the award by Mrs. Patti Myers for her 

tremendous support and devotion to the 

disabled.

Last year, Mrs. Lovelace created a 

therapeutic art program for students 

at Clover High School. She dedicates 

her lunch and planning period so that 

students are able to have opportunities 

to participate in Art.

LUANNE LOVELACE
CLOVER HIGH SCHOOL
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   The Pride of Clover will be send-
ing one of their own, sophomore 
Ally Grooms, to France next Au-
gust to compete with Team USA in 
the Grand Prix and International 
Cup, both of which are competi-
tions for baton twirlers around the 
world to jump, flip, and spin their 
way to the gold.  
   The fifteen-year-old baton twirl-
er has been practicing her craft 
for over half of her life and said 
she practices daily for at least an 
hour to perfect her twirling.  
   Over the summer Grooms com-
peted at Notre Dame where she 
qualified for the Grand Prix. “This 
past summer I basically spent 
the summer in Columbia with my 
coaches, and we would practice 
every single day for like 6 hours,” 
said Grooms.  “I went to nation-

“She is a great team player. Her Attitude makes 
her even better than what she is on the field.” 
Joe Gulledge, CHS Band Director

Ally Grooms Set to 
Compete for Team USA

als and I qualified for two-baton 
finals, and I did really well in that.  
So that qualified me for Grand 
Prix.” 
  The young athlete said when she 
first heard the news about being 
Team USA, she almost didn’t be-
lieve it. 

“It didn’t really settle with me 
until like a week after when I 
got the commitment letter and 
stuff,” said Grooms. “But I was 
so excited because I’ve never 
been out of the country even.  
I’ve always wanted to be a part 
of team USA, and I get to go to 
France, so that’s exciting.” 

   In preparation for the national 
competitions, Grooms plans to do 
a lot of summer training in addi-

tion to her usual practice routine.  
She said, “Next summer I’ll basi-
cally spend the whole summer in 
Columbia with my team and with 
my coaches, and we’ll probably 
just practice like 6 hours a day.  
It’ll be crazy.” 
   Gulledge said he has been find-
ing ways to incorporate Grooms 
into the band’s choreography, and 
she’s fit in well.  “She has been 
team Clover from the moment she 
came in,” he said. 
“Between her work ethic and her 
just being a team player, I see 
why she would be picked to do 
something like that [the Grand 
Prix].  Her skill level is extremely 
high,” said Gulledge. “She’s may-
be one of the best I’ve ever seen 
at the high school level.” 
   In August 2019 Grooms will be 
representing not only her school, 
but also her country in multiple 
events including: two-baton, solo, 
teams, and artistic twirl.  After the 
competitions she said the next 
step is becoming a Feature Twirl-
er for a major university. “I really 
want to go to Clemson because 
my whole family has been Clem-
son fans, so that would be excit-
ing,” said Grooms. 
   Gulledge said Grooms will likely 
have multiple options for Fea-
ture Twirling in college. “It’s just 
a matter of graduating and which 
school is going to take her. I think 
she’s going to have her pick hon-
estly,” said Gulledge.
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 Over the summer BEA received a brand-

new l ibrary stocked with books donated from 

al l  over the Clover community.  Sherr i  Ciur l ik , 

a member of  the CSD Board of  Trustees, said 

even though she got the project  started, i t  was 

a team effort  to complete.

“As an avid reader,  I  know there 

is a magic to f inding a book on 

a shelf . . .” Sherri  Ciurl ik

Blue Eagle Academy’s Library 
Renovation

 “ I t  is  very important to stress the ent i re 

group of  people that  worked to make this a re-

al i ty,”  said Ciur l ik .  “A couple of  people are no 

longer wi th CSD but that  doesn’ t  lessen their 

contr ibut ions.”

“And it ’s just fun. You know l ike 

you come in here and you can’t 

help but smile.” Krista Blazek

 Dur ing the renovat ion per iod,  Ciur-

l ik  and 11th grade student,  Clause Pr ikker, 

began removing al l  the unwanted mater i -

a ls in the l ibrary space, including academic 

journals f rom as far back as the 1960s. The 

maintenance team then made the space us-

able by removing shelv ing, paint ing wal ls, 

changing bl inds,  and moving furni ture. 

 From there Ciur l ik  said a plea was 

sent out for  new and gent ly used books. 

 The Distr ict  Teacher of  the Year at 

the t ime, Jenni fer  Dundr,  turned this mis-

sion into a goal  for  the teacher forum. Books 

were donated with personal  messages from 

teachers and administrators in var ious Clo-

ver schools. 

“But i t  d idn’ t  stop there,  BEA teachers 

posted on social  media asking for books, 

schools donated books ret i red f rom their  l i -

brary,  people in the community sent books, 

they came in f rom al l  over,”  said Ciur l ik .

 Af ter  everything was received into 

the space, BEA recept ionist  L inda Dunlap 

got to work organiz ing al l  of  the books and 

mater ia ls col lected over the previous year 

and dur ing summer break.

 Ciur l ik  said even the locals got in-

volved in the project .  “Once i t  was out there, 

we got community members such as Angie 

Cl inton and Pam Whit ley donat ing t ime, ef-

for t  and talent to paint ,  organize books and 

whatever else was needed,”  she said.

 The previous Engl ish Language Arts 

Instruct ional  Supervisor,  Anne Wit te,  f inal-

ized the l ibrary by creat ing a var iety of  ac-

t iv i ty areas for the students at  BEA.
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 Ciur l ik  said,  “She gets 

the credi t  for  turning i t  f rom 

a room with books into a us-

able,  welcoming, funct ioning 

l ibrary.”

 According to Kr ista 

Blazek, a middle school  lan-

guage arts teacher at  BEA, 

the l ibrary offers games, 

blackout poetry,  and more to 

the students in addi t ion to a 

wide var iety of  the books.

 “ I t ’s  their  space. Al l  we 

ask is that  they be respectful 

of  i t , ”  she said.

 Blazek, who has been 

at  BEA for the last  13 years, 

descr ibed l i fe before the l i -

brary where she purchased 

books hersel f  or  borrowed 

them from the middle school 

for  chi ldren who loved to 

read. 

 “Before we would have 

to just  beg, borrow, and steal 

f rom each other,”  said Blazek. 

“But now we don’ t  have to do 

that because we can just  br ing 

them [ the students]  down here 

and they can f ind something.”

 According to Blazek, 

the books in the l ibrary are 

div ided up by genre for  read-

ers to easi ly ident i fy what 

they want to check out.

 Donald Wi l l iams, a 

s ixth-grade student at  BEA, 

said he enjoys reading an ar-

ray of  books at  the l ibrary.  “ I 

usual ly l ike graphic novels, 

myster ies,  and those scary 

k ind of  books,”  he said.

 Another unique feature 

of  the BEA l ibrary is that  i t 

doesn’ t  operate on a normal 

check-out system l ike other 

Clover schools.  “We get to do 

al l  th is stuff  on the honor sys-

tem,” said Blazek. “Because 

everything was donated, i t ’s 

k ind of  l ike i f  a k id comes in 

and says, ‘ I  real ly love this 

book; I  wanna keep i t . ’ Then 

OK, keep i t . ”

 Blazek said Ciur l ik 

came to the BEA teachers and 

asked what the most impor-

tant aspect of  the l ibrary was 

to them and their  students. 

 “When Sherr i  was l ike, 

‘Ok, what k ind of  space do 

you guys want, ’ our big th ing 

with our k ids is comfortable,” 

she said.  “Let  them be some-

where they can kick back 

and…” 

 “Relax,”  Wi l l iams f in-

ished the sentence for her. 

 The l ibrary has been 

equipped with var ious cozy 

l i t t le nooks for students to 

cur l  up wi th a good book or 

play games with f r iends.

 Wi l l iams said he enjoys 

the t ime he gets to spend in 

the l ibrary for  a var iety of  rea-

sons. “Wel l ,  I  l ike the space, 

I  l ike that  i t ’s  quiet ,  and I  l ike 

these,”  he said,  p icking up a 

beanbag chair  and plopping 

down into i t .

 According to Blazek 

there had been no fol low-

through on previous talks 

about revamping the l ibrary.

 “Sherr i  was just  not 

going to let  that  happen,” 

said Blazek. “And I  have to 

give Sherr i  so much credi t 

because she just  took the bal l 

and ran with i t .  She made i t 

amazing.” 

 “The response from 

teachers and students has 

been amazing,”  said Ciur l ik . 

“ I  am lucky in that  I  received 

the thank you notes,  verbal 

thanks and actual ly get to see 

the l ibrary being used. But 

honest ly,  the ent i re Clover 

community made this happen. 

I t  real ly shows what happens 

when we work together.”
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Crowders Creek enjoyed i ts Fun Run on 

Fr iday,  September 28.

COLOR RUN FUN AT 
CROWDERS CREEK

Bethel  Elementary hosted i ts Fun Run on 

Fr iday,  September 21.

WELCOME TO THE 
PARTY AT BETHEL

Larne Elementary held i ts annual  Fun Run 

on Fr iday,  September 21.

FUN RUN AT LARNE 
ELEMENTARY

Griggs Road Elementary k icked off  the Fun 

Run fest iv i t ies on Fr iday,  August 31.

GRIGGS ROAD 
FUN RUN

Elementary Students 
enjoy Fun Runs!
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Swim lessons continue 
at the CSD Community 
YMCA for the district’s 
fourth grade students

For the th i rd consecut ive year,  the dis-

t r ic t ’s fourth-grade students have had the 

opportuni ty to take swim lessons at  the 

CSD Community YMCA.  The program has 

been met wi th an overwhelmingly posi t ive 

response from both students and parents.
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CHS’ Regan Zieverink 
Receives Gold Valor Award

On September 25, Clover School District hosted the State Department of Education 
for a full-day convening on Personalized Learning (PL).  Several schools and district 
office personnel engaged in a deep study about the PL framework.  PL is a student-
centered ecosystem where educators and students work together to implement strat-
egies to deeply know our students’ interests and learning needs (learner profile). 
PL identifies resources, strategies, and products that facilitate student mastery of 
content and skills. PL removes the barrier of time in the learning process by creating 
flexible schedules, individualized resources, and collaborative learning spaces to 
support student learning (flexible learning environments), and creates opportunities 
for students to have a voice and choice in how they learn, how they demonstrate their 
learning, and what they need when they get stuck (student ownership).  

DR.  SHEILA QUINN
CSD SUPERINTENDENT

Cadet Ziever ink received the Gold Valor award 

for her courageous and heroic act ions fo l low-

ing the Jet Ski  accident involv ing her f r iend 

McKenna Woodhead. 

The Gold Valor Award is Air  Force Junior 

ROTC’s highest award and recognizes the most 

outstanding voluntary acts of  sel f -sacr i f ice and 

personal  bravery involv ing conspicuous r isk of 

l i fe above and beyond the cal l  of  duty.  Cadet 

Ziever ink’s for t i tude and val iant  l i fesaving ac-

t ions ref lect  great credi t  upon hersel f ,  Clover 

High School  and the United States Air  Force 

Junior Reserve Off icer Training Corps. 

1 District Math Report
The Clover School Board heard a 

report from the District ’s Instructional 

Supervisor for the Math Department, 

Mrs. Christie Reid and Dr. Amy Bowles 

from Early Child Development.

2 School Dri l ls Discussion
Dr. Mark Hopkins presented informa-

tion on various safety dri l ls that the 

District has participated in and how 

each school handles dril ls that are re-

quired by the state of South Carolina.

3 Policies Approved 
The Clover School District Board ap-

proved changes to four policies, includ-

ing; Policy KBB, Policy BEDB, Policy 

IKA-R, and Policy GBED.

WORDS FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

The Clover School  Distr ict  Board of 

Trustees met on Monday, September 4 for 

i ts monthly board meet ing.   Here is a look 

at  some of the business conducted.
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604 BETHEL STREET, 
CLOVER, SC 29710

803 810 8000

bryan.dillon@clover.k12.sc.us

www.clover.k12.sc.us

Why is  the 
news le t te r  t i t l e
In  C lover?

The t i t le comes from the 
id iom - In Clover -  meaning:

Having good fortune; in a 
very good si tuat ion. 
    or
Prosperous, l iv ing wel l . 

  

Clover Schools wi l l  prepare each chi ld for  a 

successful ,  product ive and responsible future.

Teachers and staff ,  i f  there is something that you 

would l ike to have featured in the next edi t ion of 

“ In Clover,”  contact  Bryan Di l lon.  

A special  thank you to Cor i  Erwin,  of  Winthrop 

Universi ty,  for  her contr ibut ions to th is newslet-

ter.  Cor i  is  a graduate of  Clover High School

“ In  C lover ”  w i l l  fea tu re  in fo rmat ion 
f rom across  the  C lover  Schoo l 
D is t r i c t  each  month 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION,
CONTACT US.

EACH CHILD, EACH DAY .. . 
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